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Data on "First Raising of the Flag" 


Your letter of October 6, 1950, requesting information concerning the 
first salute to our flag, has been forwarded to this office by the Office of 
Fublic Relations for direct reply. 


The collection of Revolutionary manuscript material in this office being 
very meagre, we are dependent almost entirely upon printed sources for in- 
formation concerning naval activities or questions of that period, The 
attached data on the "First Raising of the Flag" is the most reliable infor= 
mation on the subject that we have been able to collect. The first raising 
of the Flag would naturally bring forth the first salute, whether by hand, 
cheers, or firing of guns, ° 


Concerning the first foreign gun-salute to our riage that received by 


John Paul Jones in the RANGER in Quiberon Bay February 14, 1778, was the first 
authorized salute given the Stars and Stripes. The ANDREA’ DORIA, flying the 
Grand Union Flag, under command of Captain Isaiah Robinson, received a return 
Salute from the Fort of Orange, on the Island of St. Eustatius, Dutch West 
Indies, on November 16, 1776, The salute was later disavowed by the Dutch 
Government and the Governor of St, Eustatius recalled, Gardner W. Allen in 
his "Naval History of the American Revolution" states that about three weeks 
before this an American schooner had had her colors saluted at the Danish 
Island of St. Croix. 


June 14, 1777, the date the Stars and Stripes was authorized by the Con- 
tinental Congress, is today celebrated as the birthday of the U. S, Flag. 
However, most authorities consider the Grand Union Flag as the first national 
flag representative of the thirteen United Colonies. Prior to this time each 
Colony had flown its ovm flag, some with crescents, some with pine trees and 
some with the anchor and star, but these bore the same relation to the National 
Flag adopted by the Congress of all the Colonies that the various State Flags 
bear to the Flag of the whole Nation today. It was the same as the present 
Flag except so far as the union is concerned, and this union has undergone 
constant change from that day to this by the addition of new stars as new 
states were formed. New stripes were also added at first, but after the War 
of 1812 the number of stripes reverted to the original thirteen, 
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FIRST RAISING OF THE FLAG 


The question of where and by whom the first American Flag was raised is a contro- 
versial one, no claim being particularly well substantiated by documentary evidence. 
So many flags were in use by the Continental forces and so few descriptions or refer- 
ences to their raisings have been found, that personal opinion has entered largely 
into many claims. 

The flag which we now know as "The Stars and Stripes" was not authorized until 
1 June, 1777 by the Continental Congress. On January 2, 1776, however, Washington 
hoisted at the army headquarters in C:moridge a fleg of “thirteen stripes, red and 
white alternat.zly, with the imglish Union cantone2 in the corner", This flag, known 
as the Grand Union Flag, hai teon previously accepted by the Marine Committee for use 
on the ships of the Continenvai Navy, which had been authorized by Congress on 3 Octo= 
ber, 1775, It may be of interest to add that the Stars and Stripes was also originally 
designed for the Navy, its authorization by Congress on 1) June, 1777, being the adop- 
tion of a Navy Bill. 

John Paul Jones has recorded that the "Flag of America" was hoisted by him on 
board the ALFRED, the flagstip of Commodore Hopkins, "by his own hand'', "being the 
first time it was ever displayed by a regular man--of-war', Jones does not give the 
date of this event, but there is evidence to prove that it was 3 December, 1775. A 
letter adiressed to the Earl of Dartimovth dated Maryland, 20 December, 1775. says, 
"An admiral is appointed, a court established, and on the 3rd inst, the Continental 
flag on board the BLACK PRINCE opposite PhzJ.adelphia was hoisted", The ALFRED was 
originally a merchantman knovn as the BLACK PRINCE, 

I% has never been determined, or agreed upon, what flag was hoisted = whether it 
was a Continental flag (the Grand Union or some other, as many versions were in use) 
or the yellow silk flag with the rattlesnake which was Hopkins personal flag as 
Commander~:n-Chief. An undated letter to Hopkins at Reedy Island from Timothy Matlack, 
which internal evidence has dated before Feb. 17, 1776, states that the Standard is 
being sent. him, The printed "Hopkins Papers" state that Hopkins was at Reedy Island 
between January 17 and February lle 

It has been maintained that the Grand Union Flag was flovm by the Navy at even 
an earlier date. In "A Biographic Memoir of Commodore Jostua Barney from Autographic 
Notes and Journals" it is stated that he hoisted the new "Revel Colors" at Baltimore, 
just received from Philadelphia in the, early part of October, 1775, Barney had been 
appointed second in command of the U. Se Sloop HORNET, one of Commodore Hopkins - 
squadron, and was at that time on shore recruiting a crew for the HORNET, The flag 
was intended to be flown cn the HORNET when she should be placed in commission. 

By most naval historians, the Stars and Stripes is said to have been first hoisted 
on the U.S,S»RANGER at Portsmouth, NeHe, shortly after the flag was adopted by Con= 
gress, 14 June, 1777. John Paul Jones has claimed that it was his good fortune to be 
the first to display the Stars and Stripes on a naval vessel as it had been to hoist 
with his own hand the "Flag of America" for the first time on board the ALFRED. In 
setting forth this claim, Preble, the author of “Our Flag", says that the same day 
that Congress passed the resolution adepting the Flag of the thirteen United States, 
1 June, 1777, it also passed a resolution that John Paul Jones be appointed to the 
command of the RANGER, and that soon after he hoisted the new flag on board that ves= 
sel at Portsmouth, although the RANGER did not get to sea until five months later. 

In conflict, however, with the claim of Jones, is one that the flag was first dis- 
played on the U. S, Frigate RALEIGH under Captain Robinson, at Portsmouth, on the 
Fourth of July, 1777. This claim is supported by the publication by Pay Director 
Foster in the Portsmouth Herald of 20 April, 1905, and at other times, of copies of 
MSS. letters. One of these letters dated 12 July, 1777, gives a detailed account 
of the raising of the flag on ) July, 1777, with appropriate ceremonies on board the 
"frigate". The name of this frigate is not mentioned, but from alleged contempor- 
aneous matter published in the same paper it appears that the RALEIGH was referred 
to as the "frigate", and the RANGER as the "ship", Furthermore, the letters say that 
Jones was in Boston on or about 2 July, 1777, and that on 12 July, 1777, he informed 
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Roach of his arrival at Portsmouth. Support of these latter assertions comes from the 
fact that in the Calendar of John Paul Jones MSS., Library of Congress, three letters 
from Jones are noted dated 3 July, 1777, from Boston, in one of which he says he 
"expects to be in Portsmouth soon", 


It is suggested that you consult the following publications concerning early Amer= 
ican flags: 

"History of the Flag of the United States of America" 
Geo. Henry Preble, A. Williams and Co., Boston, bo.” 

"The Stars and Stripes and Other American Flags", by Peleg De 
Harrison, Little, Brown and Co., Boston, 1908. 

The National Geographic Magazine, Special Edition, Vol. 32, 
No. 4, "Flags of the World", by Byron ifcCandless and 
Gilbert Grosvenor. 

Sincerely yours, 


JOHN B. HEFFERNAN 
Rear Admiral, U.S.N. (Ret.) 
Director of Naval Records and History (Op =29) 


Flags, Pennants, Bunting ‘and Stores 
Delivered to Our First Flagship 


The ALFRED 


From the Charge or Day Book of James Wharton 
From December 1st. 1775 to January 2nd. 1776 


Dec. 1, 1775 Ship Alfred Dr. Dec. 19 Commission of Cong. Dre 
12 lbs. 12d and 12 lbs. 20d Nails 1 Pendant 10 in. 55 ft long 


1 Jack (Union) Red, Blew, White 
11 Ship Alfred Dr. 


1 coil 5 Inch Shroud 2-8-2,  25// Ship Alfred Dr. 
80 fathm )-1/2 in. Cable 3-0-28 36 lbs del's ye Captain 


Stewart 


500 Clout Nails 
Dec. 1775 Ship Alfred Dr. 


9 yds. Broad Bunting at 2 ‘ 4-18-00 Dec. 20, 1775 (six) Commission of Cong.Dr. 
52-1/2 yds Narrow at 1 f. 2=12= 6 1 Union Flagg — Green & Red, 13 
To making an Ensign Canvas & Thd. stripes. 


l= 2= 8 3 Pendants 1 Green, 1 white, 1 Red 


// Ship Alfred, Dr. Dec. 6 (sic) 
6 lbs 8d & 10 lbs 20d Nails 2— 86-9 Commission of Congress d'd Capt. 
Allen Moore 


Ship Alfred, Dr. 1 Flag Blew & white 
1 Old Auger, - 1-1/2 Inches 


Dec. 30 Ship Alfred Dr, stores delv'd the 


S// é Skains Marline 
Do hausline 

12 Sheep Skins 
6 lbs, 20d Nails 


6// 1-half Tanned hyde 30p 


18// 2 pr 9 inch H Hinges 
1 1b. 8d nails 
2 pr 10 In. H hinges 
2 pieces Bolt Rope, 1-13-1/2 


6 lbs Shot, Double headed & Cross 


Barred 


6 lbs 20d Nails, 6 lbs 8d, 6 lbs, 20d 


Nails 


1-7 


Master 
3m (?) Pump Nails 
20 yds, Broad Red Bunting 
20 yds Do Blew 
20 yds Broad White Bunting 
6 log. lines 6 fishing lines 
30 lbs Sewing twine 
2 hatchetts 2 hammers 
Stores del! ye Boatswain viz 
2 doz Marlins 3 doz hauseline 
30 lbs. Twine 1/2 doze hickly 
brooms 
1-1/2 dozen Birch brooms 
10 lampbk 
8 Short Tarr brushes 
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Jane 2 


4 long Tarr brushes 
1 Broad Axe 

t Deep Sea lead 

6 Scrub Brushes 

6 Clamps 

1 Groce spoons 

9 Scrapers - from I Inglis (?) 
12 Bowles Dozen fire stocks 


(1776) 
Ship Alfred Dr. del. to ye Master 
1 dozen Palm Irons 
3 doz. Small Fish hooks 
10 large do 
), doz. Bolt rope Needles 
1 Broad Pendant 
1 1b 6d Nails 
1 Pr 9 inch M hinges 
Del'd. Ship's Stewart Viz. 
1/4 Minute Glasses 
h1/2 do 
6 1/2 hour glasses 
1 large Speaking Trumpett 
1 Smaller do 


19-1/2 


5 Hand Trumpetts 

Cooks Stores 
1 large Ladle & flesh forke 
Skimmers & ladles 
Flesh forks 
2 Gridirons 
1 Chopper 
12 Bowles 
Frying Panns 

Boatswains Stores 

3 Coils 3 inch rope 3-11-19 
1 Do 3 In. & Sundry Boltrg 3-2-2) 
2 Reams Muskett Cartridge paper 


.4 large Mallets 


1-1/2 doz Birch brooms 

1 Doz Iron Coard (?) Shovels 

1 Deep Sea line 120 fathums 19-1/2 
1 m Scupper Nails 

1 Padlock 

2 hammers 

9 Scrapers 


From Elena Je Darling,N:.ReGe 


Secretary, Vineland Historical Soc, 


chantmen. 


The Guild Ship Model Registry 


Herbert S, Scott= Registrar 


Last month Mr. Scott gave a partial list of ships which have been registered. 
This list was of great assistance to two members == Dr. Horace Ke Richardson in 
modelling the BENJAMIN PACKARD queries the color of the roofs of the deck houses. 
Mr, Scott referred him to Mr. Flynn who has made the ship and registered her,’ 

Merrill Aaronson, now making the JAMES A, WRIGHT, has written Mr. Scott for the 
name of the maker of the same ship which was registered last month. These two ex= 
amples vrill illustrate the value of the Registry. 
is an original and worthwhile project. 


Please register your ships, This 


The combined meeting of the Nautical Research Guild and the Nautical Research 
and Model Society of Chicago, was held in the ship model room of the George F. 

Harding Museum on May 20th, 4,853 S. Lake Park Avenue, Chicago. According to R. T. 
Shaylor, "this was a place to delight the heart of any. ship modeler", 
is a bricf description of some of the nautical exhibits -- from a folder of the 
museum == 


The oldest church ship knovm to collectors is suspended from the ceiling of the 
old gallery, just as it hung in an English seacoast church early in the 16th century. 
This finely detailed model, seven feet in length, which was fashioned by sailors as 
a votive offering to their patron saint, may be closely viewed from the balcony. 
Other ship models displayed include thrce hulls of men-of-war made to scale in every 
details; two bone models, a 32 inch miniature of Lord Nelson's MaJESTIC, 102 guns of 
unusually fine workmanship and a score of interesting galleons, frigates and mer= 
Along with the ship models are displayed marine paintings, figureheads, 
old naval guns and battle rattles, 


Meeting of the Chicago Groups 


The following 
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A Letter from Bill Adams -- A Sailor Model — 


Monday night I rode out with my doctor on one of his calls, We were going to see 
avery, very, very old lady. While he was seeing to her ailments her grandson, aged 
about 55, called me to come with him and led me into a large room in a basement. On 
a table at the far side was a model which has been over 100 years in the family. I 
have scen many models, I never saw one that so took me aboard ship, and gave me the 
feeling of the sea, the scent, the touch, of a ship. The model must have been built 
at about the time of the War of 1812 I should think, 

The running rigging is not up. There are no sails. She has lanyard rigging and 
stnsl yards. The braces, most of which are missing, are so old that when I touched 
one it parted. Her rigging is rotted by time. When the present owner first had the 
model it was in a large glass case, it is about 3 feet long. It has no name, nor 
flag. The glass case got broken, Later some kids when playing with it broke var= 
ious things. The royal yards are missing, She, of course, has single topsls. It 
is a sailor's model, and it reeks of the sea. She has twelve guns in ports each side; 
and to on the after deck pointing astern -=- two stern chasers, As I have said, 
while it is not one of the sort of models turned out by today's specialists, but 
mercly that of some fellow who knew how it feels to have the roll of a deck under his 
feet and was an honest=to-God sailor, it took me right aboard, I felt utterly at 
home, and was once more outbound, I bet that the fellow who built that model had 
smelt the smoke of battle and seen blood running on the rolling deck, While there 
is nothing to tell one, I am sure that she must have been one of the sea wasps of 
1812, and American. She has that unmistakable look which tells any real sailor to 
what special nation a ship seen far off belongs. Just how we always were ahle to say 
"Shets a Frenchman", or an Eyetalian, or British or American ship I can't tell you. 


But we always could tell a ship!s nationality if we could get a fairly good look at 
her even when she was far away, 


VESSELS AT SAN FRANCISCO 


The following lists of vessels at San Francisco before and after the discovery of 
gold were taken from two prints in the Phelps Stokes collection in the New York Pub- 
lic Library, The first is from "A View of San Francisco formerly Yerba Buena in 
1846-7" by an unnamed artist, and shows the following vessels: 


UeSeSe PORTSMOUTH 

U.S. Transport ships LOO CHOO, SUSAN DREW AND THOMAS H, PERKINS, 
They brought the lst regiment of New York vols., Col. Je De Stevenson 
Commandi Nge 

Ship VANDALIA = merchantman consigned to Howard and Mellus,. 

Coasting Schooner, 

Launch LUCE belonging to James Lick. 


‘The second list is from "San Francisco 1849", a lithograph from a drawing by 
Henry Firks, and contains the following vessels: 


fm. Sh. HUNTRESS Fr. Sh. RONALD Steamer PANAMA 

Br. B,. ASENATH Dan. Sh, ADELIA Bge COL. BENTON 

Dan B, NEPTUNAS me She GREY EAGLE Sh. MASSACHUSETTS 

Fr. B, STAVEUIL *. Sh. JOHN RITSON B, LUCY PENNIMAN 

Fr. Sh, CHATEAUBRAND B. COL. FREMONT LIMANIENNE 

Mer. Sh. VICTORIA Sh, VIRGINIA Sh. GENERAL FERRIAS 

Am. Sh. FORRESTER Sh. SEA QUEEN Sche HONOLULU 

Am. B, OBERON B, MARIA LOUISA OLYMPA 

ime B. SUPERIOR B, ROMANO ne Sh. HEBER 

Ame Sh, PHIL‘. DELPHIA, Sh, THO?AS Steamer OREGON 
burnt June 2h B, QUITO 

Ch. CARMEN Sh. LOUISIANA U.S.9. SOUTHAMPTON 

Haw. B, MARY FRANCIS Sh, GREYHOUND Quartm. P. INVINCIBLE 

Am, Sh. EDWIN Sh, CALIPORNIA DORADO H.B.M. INCONSTANT 

faunch for Stockton (EMILY & JANE) 
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The Ship Model Not to Hake --- the AUSTRALIA = 
a few lines from Howard I, Chapelle 


I fear my good friend Winthrop Pratt Jr, missed the point I had hoped to make in 
my article. I was not dealing with “complete accuracy" as I hoped I had made clear 
but rather with the fundamentals. I know that few are naval architects and even 
fewer have the time, interest and opportunity to do the tedious research that would 
be required in a scientific = God save the term = reconstruction, Hence my warning= 
don't try it. I don't agrce with Wints comment on the "MAYFLOWER of 1492" approach 
for I know of a number of ex-modellers who have been taken in by either spurious 
plans or by over-enthusiasm and have buiit models that were afterwards found wholly 
incorrect. This was so discouraging and so hopeless a situation to some that they 
gave up the hobby. Anyone who undertakes reconstruction from the kecl up must rea= 
lize the chances he takes and his obligation to show his reconstruction is just that 
and not "authentic". Accidents in this matter sometimes arise and conceivably re= « 
constructed plans might be passed on unintentionally as authentic and authoritative 
information but too often such a case is chargeable to over-enthusiasm. I know that 
some modellers do go on to do research on a grand scale as Win has said but my feel=- 


ing is that a clear understanding of the "reconstruction" business would lead to more 
research and not less, 


The AUSTRALIA.....eAlong the line of authentic information - what is the authority 
for this story about the DuPont schooner AUSTRALIA? Years ago an article on this 
vessel appeared in Yachting and this led Eric J. Steinlein to investigate her. His 
research showed very clearly it seemed to me that the vessel became a prize through 
being captured as a British Blockade runner in the Civil War, I have examined the 
schooner personally and in my opinion there is nothing in her build, model or fittings 
that would in any way justify a claim for her existing as early as 1812 and I would 
also say that her model is thet of a centcrboard schooner such as was built on the 
Chesapeake in the 1850's. Her timbers were said to be of teak once but Steinlein 
found them to be locust. To make the claim that the AUSTRALIA is a prize dating from 
the War of 1812 requires more than a mere assertion and therefore proof should be 
presented, The low register number is not indicative of extreme age as is apparently 
assumed, A regular folk tale is growing up around this vessel and it is very impor- 
tant that there be supporting data to the various claims made. She would be impor= 
tant cven if she were found to be built as late as, say, 1857, without any fairy- 
tale about the War of 1812. But to add the latter, if untruc, would add false glamour 
indeed, What is the proof then? 


Query No.156, Wanted = a ship figurehead, head, bust @ 
or full figure or information on one for sale, 
Send particulars to 
Thomas Hornsby. 


i 
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A Few Books on Ship Modelling—Suggested by Robert Me Rose, MeDe 


I bought that Dutch Book which was reviewed by John R. Stevens in October = "Model 
van de COROLOGSBRIK IRENE by E. We. Petrejus and published by Ne V. Ultegeversmij - 
"De Esch't, Hengelo (0) Holland at about $6,00 and I think it is the finest book on 
ship modelling that I have, The material is beautifully presented and the book is 
so profusely illustrated that a knowledge of the Dutch language is not necessary for 
understanding, I have also obtained a book on making a built up model of "de Halve 
Macn" from the same Company, This book is not as good as the one on the IRENE but 
the drawings which accompany it are very well detailed and it, too, is a bargain. 

The Science Museum, South Kensington, London, S. W. 7 have two catalogues on 
sailing ships by G. S. Laird Clowes, Part 1 consisting of historical notes and Part 
II being a Descriptive Catalogue, The first is  s 3d and the second 3s 9d. These 
are companion books and are remarkable values and I recommend their purchase to mem- 
bers of the Guild. They have, in addition, a number of ship draughts which are not 
only excellent but are also very reasonable, They will send a list of which draughts 
they have available to anyone writing for such information, 

Ir. Harold Underhill of the Holborn Drawing and Tracing Company, 60-62 Queen 
Elizabeth Avenue, Hillington, Glassgow, 5.W. 2 sells all sorts of plans for ship 
modelers, He has written books on the rigging of sailing ships on which he is an 
authority, Catalogues of his plans may be obtained for very nominal amounts and 
those plans which I have purchased have been of the highest quality. He, himself, 
is quite helpful in supplying information on matters not covered by these ee that 
he has available. 

Percival Marshall and Company of 23 Great Queen Street, London, WeCe 2 have a 
publication "Ship Models" to which I have subscribed for the past two years, This 
is a very helpful and useful publication, They also publish a number of small book= 
lets on ship models which are excellent as well as being very reasonable in price, 

International money orders are very easily sent and cost only ten cents each. 
Delivery is within six to eight weeks and is duty free. 


From the Shop of Allen Saunders -=- "Soldering" 


John M. Minuse mentioned in Januery Journal that he wanted some tips on soldering. 
lst = get a pencil grip electric soldering iron, with tips which screw on, A regular 
iron is like writing a letter with a poker, Use the small diametcr tips. 
2nd = clean the parts well. Keep fingerprints and all other dirt off, Fine sand- 
paper and stecl wool clean well.° 
3rd = clean the tips of the iron, hcat it, touch the soldering paste and tin the tip 
with just a drop of solder, 
lth = fasten parts to be soldercd firmly in place with wooden clothespin clamps or 
fine copper wire which can be filed away latcr, 
5th - touch each part with tinned tip of soldering iron so that paste is melted and 
solder flows into the joint. No more solder is present than is required to fill the 
joint as desired and it should all be present on the tip of the iron and melted before 
contact with the work is made. For large jobs, it may berecessary to add more solder 
in a second application. 

Observations by the Secretary == soldering has been a difficult job with many. 

But the ship=in-bottle made by Allen Saunders and mentioned in the Gam Chair had an 
open quarter deck rail soldered on pins, Years ago I bought a bottle of "Old Reliable" 
Soldering Fluid from Sears Roebuck -=- the label reads "cleans the iron" which it 

does perfectly and it also cleans all parts. The great trouble is in tinning the 
iron and not have too big a "gob" of solder on the work. It is practice which makes 
perfect-- such jobs however are few and far apart in ship modeling. Mr. Saunders has 
shorn how he does it = let us we from some of the others. And by the way did you 
ever try to solder 3 blades on 2 propeller shaft and see cach blade drop off when 
you soldered the 
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QUERIES 


Query Noe 150 — I would like to know the rig of the U. S,. Revenue Cutter CAPT. 
LINCOLN. She wrecked 2 miles north of Coos Bay, Oregon, cnroute from San Fran- 
cisco for Port Orford on January 2, 1852. 

Query No, 151 - Sheerpoles -= from the Noutical Calendar Editor — Thomas Hornsby « 
Sheerpoles, probably wooden staves, were generally introduced about 1750. 

Does any member have additional information on these. I will be grateful for 
more exact material upon their introduction and use, 

Query No, 152 = Does anyone know what color was on the roofs of the deck houses of 
the BENJAMIN F, PACKARD, I am told by Herbert S, Scott, Registrar, that John 
J» Flynn has made this ship, 

Query No. 153 = Vessels built on the Ohio River. In "Ship Registers of the District 

of Salem and Beverly, 1798=1900" by A. F. Hitchings and S, We Phillips, pub= 
lished by the Essex Institute of Salem in 1906, I find the following vessels 
built on the Ohio River and registered at Salem: 
Bark SALEM, 350 tons, built on Ohio River, no date given. 
Bark BUCKEYE, 328 tons, built Covington, Ky., 1852. 
Bark JOHN SWASEY, 294 tons, built Cincinnati, 0., 1850. 

Query No. 15) = Small barks on Chesapeake Bay. In "Merchant Vessels of the U.S." 
for the early seventies, the following small barks are listed, all registered 
at Baltimore: 

No. 9771 FOREST FLOWER Tons 59 No. 15437 LYDIA ANN Tons 51 
15436 LIZZIE & LAURA 6 23553 S. M. FELTON 67 
20214  PRINCIPIO 58 23554 SALLIE AND ANN 60 
1609 A, LINCOLN 57 24679 TONAWANDA 60 
Any information about these vessels or others of the same type would be ap= 
preciated...when, where and by whom built, kind of service and pictures. 


Answers @ 


Answer to Quory No, 86 (and othcr queries regarding the brig CABOT) by Herbert S, 
Scott. I have noticed several queries regarding this brig which would make a very 
interesting model and for those who are interested I note considerable history on 
her in Louis F. Middlebrook's book (Vol, 2) "Maritime Connecticut during the 
American Revolution", 

Further on Query 126 of John Shedd by Chas. F,. H.Menges. « « « « John Shedd might con- 
sider the possibility that the BELLE OF THE WEST may have carried the Howes rather 
than the Forbes rig. While tie "Boston Atlas" article definitely states that 
“she has Forbes! rig", it also mentions "the topmasts fidded before the lower mast 
heads", A variation of the Forbes rig did have the topmasts fidded forward, with 
the lower topsail yard hoisting on the doubling, but, as originally designed and 
usually built, it had the topmast fidded abaft the lower masthead, Howes, as well 
as Forbes, was a Boston man, he had received the patent on his rig in 1852, it 
recoived fairly ready acceptance, and it is possible that it may have been used on 
a Boston vessel as early as 1853 = particularly one commanded by anothcr Howes, 
very probably related. And the newspaper writer's usc of the term "Forbes? rig" 
may have been generic rather than specific. Forbes! rig preceded Howes! by some 
cleven years and its name was generally applied to any double topsail rig, even 
after the general acceptance of Howes! rig. (Secretary's note: photostats of 
patent applications with descriptions of both rigs will be given in an early issue.) 

Answer to Query 141 of A. G. Law by Gordon Grant....Roundhouses <= sometimes called 
in early vessels "Coach" -- a deck house which one can walk around, 

Answer to Query 149 of John J, Flynn by Howard I. Chapelle....Rock salt is used as 
a wood preservative, Salt between the frames was sufficient to fill the spaces 
from light waterline to deck, Stops were placed at light waterline to prevent salt 
from going into the bilges, 
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MEETING OF THE NEW YORK GROUP OF THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD 


The regular mecting was held at the’Seamen's Church Institute on May 16th, After 
we had all enjoyed an excellent dinner, a brief business meeting was held,. Four 
newcomers to the group were introduced, Plans for future meetings and programs were 
discussed, It was decided to have no meetings during the summcr, but to meet again 
in Scptcmber and to continue to meet in the odd numbered months, excepting July. 
Programs suggested or tentatively arranged include talks by Gordon Grant, H. I. 
Chappelle, Gordon Bell, and Cyrus" Townsend Brady, and a visit to Webb Institute of 
Naval Architecture, 

The speaker was Albert Parsons, who talked on "Collecting a’Ship Modeller'ts 
Library", lir. Parsons is well qualified to cover this subject, as he has an excep= 
tionally fine collection of books on seamanship, shipbuilding, rigging, modelling, 
and other related topics. He emphasized the following points: 


Have a definite plan in buying books rather than selecting at random. 
A good way to start to select the list of books you are going to 
purchase is to use the bibliography in a book such as "Greyhounds 
of the Sea" or "The Maritime History of Massachusetts", 

If possible become familiar with the contents of a book before buying 
it to avoid getting a copy with plates or other important parts 
missinge 

Have patience; no matter how difficult a book seems to be to find, a copy 
of it will almost surcly turn up eventually if you keep on trying. 

Get books containing original source material if possible, If you 
must depend on second hand material, be sure that the author is 
dependable and statcs what sources he used. 

Choose a rcliable book dealer and stick to him; it will be less 
costly in the long run than shopping around, 

Beware of paying high prices at auctions and second hand book 
dealers for items which are still ‘in print and available at their 
original price, 


In conclusion, Mr, Parsons said that if he had to choose two books for his ship 
modcllerts library, they would be Chapellets "History of American Sailing Ships" 
and Dtarcy Lever, 


How to Paint a Gold Stripe on a Model by John M, Minuse 


Here is a helpful hint as told to me by L. H. Story of Essex fame, If you are 
not able to apply a gold leaf stripe, try this. Paint your top sides several coats 
of the desired color. Before the last coat paint a rough strip of gold paint in 
the approximate position of your gold stripe, This is easy and requires little 
skill. Now comes the particular job of outlining the width of the gold stripe with 
the top side color. To do this use a No, 8 ox hair or red sable M, Grumbacker, N.Y. 
brush to cost about $1.25 ox hair, $2.50 red sable, This process is known to painters 
as "cutting in". Be sure to have paint just right. Mix it on a piece of old glass, 
Use sheer of model as a guide, This is a’tricky job and one should have "rough" 
practice before attempting it. 4 friend, a professional, uses a No, 1 red sable 
that cost him $2.50. He puts the stripe on in regular color in one operation. How= 
ever I have never seen him stripe with gold paint. 

The real truth is that on a vessel, the gold stripe is generally a groove or 
“code beed" = "a concave moulding or member" = if you cut this with a fine guage 
chisel and paint this cove with gold paint, youtll have little trouble "cutting in". 
The same general scheme is used for scrolls and names. Use 2 pen and black drawing 
ink for these small works, 


Deck Planks and Pitch Lines from Thomas Hornsby 


Regarding the pitch line between deck planks: one way is to cut narrow strips of 
black paper (photographic album paper will do), wipe with glue and insert edgewise 
between the planks as they are applied, Allow to dry, trimming off excess with ra 
razor blade and sand to deck surface, The second method is to (concluded on ps. 84) 
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Introducing New Members 


John We Parker, 4 East Lenox Ste, Chevy Chase 15, Maryland, John Parker applied 
for membership and enclosed his dues, A letter of welcome was sent him and also an 
application form == we received the following in reply: 


"It may come as a shock to you but I am only 13 years old, I should have told you 
sooner, but I did not think about it then, I have a keen interest in boats, ship 
models and nautical history. I have two boats and under construction in my shop is 
a not-so=-very detailed model of the YOUNG AMERICA and the FLYING CLOUD model is in 
my room, They are not from kits, but cntircly hand made with the exception of the 
machine carved hull of the YOUNG AMERICA, In the Secretary's Letter I would like 
to place a query (Query No. 155) Docs anyone have detailed plans of the clipper 
YOUNG AIERICA, especially a rigging plan? My work on this ship has been held up for 
lack of detail. I hope to be able to write some articles for the JOURNAL but right 
now I am tied up with school, mainly Latin $14! I reccive the periodical "Log 
Chips" from Mr. Lyman but do not know him. How can I get into the Washington Ship 
Model Society? Enclosed are the file cards for the Guild Ship lodel Registry for 
my FLYING CLOUD and YOUNG AMERICA", Note: We do not concern oursclves with the age 
of our members == nor who is our oldest member, but now we know our youngest member 
and we are concerned about him and must encourage him, Some of the finest models 
were turned out by boys of John's age in our workshop about 25 years ago and Richard 
F. Sewall, N.RG., now of Meadow Way, So. Portland, Maine was one of the crew of 
the "Crow's Nest", as we called our shop in those days, We need "young blood" in the 
ranks to carry on. 


Desmond M. Redgrave, 9 Westwood Row, Tilchurst ,Reading Berks, England, Mre 
Redgrave was recommended by our London member Will H, Honey. Mr, Redgravels nautical 
interests when simmered down are like those of most of us =<-"Everything with sails"!-- 
but his very especial interests are figureheads and sterns and also a built< up model, @ 
In his letter he states = "While serving in Palestine, I obtained a copy of "The 
History of American Sailing Ships" by Howard I. Chapelle and last year at a mecting 
organized by the Association of Ship Model Societies, I met Mr, Chapelle and spent 

a very enjoyable time "Talking ships" with him. I consider that Chapelle md our 
Harold A, Underhill have by their books raised the standard of ship models, both 
here and in America. I am founder and chairman of the Reading Ship Model Society 
with 12 members who have a wide variety of interests," 


Willicm .i. Black, Re D. No. 2, Mount Horeb Road, Plainfield, Ne Je Recommended 
by Charles F. Sayle, our Nantucket member, Mr. Black writes: "In your letter you 
said =—- tthe love of old ships is the basic requirement for a new member! and that 
love I do have, Ever since I met Mr, Sayle. I have been interested in the old days 
of the sail ships. I completed two modcls before going into the Jrmy, an "Anchor 
Hoy" and the Hudson River sloop AMELL., The AMELIA aroused « greater study of these 
craft. I om now working on the Gloucesterman ELSIE -= I also build models of cannon 
of various periods. 


William Bensieck, c/o Mrs. John Woelsle, 3055 Geneva Ave., Bay Shores City, San Fran- 
cisco, Mr. Bensieck's application was accompanied with a long list of ships, 

both sail and steam on which he has served, The list shows fifty three vessels and 

dates from 1906 to 1948, At the end of the list lr. Bensicck says, "And then I re- 
tired", We believe he fully earned his retirement. Some of our members will recall 

the names of many ships on this list such as EUDORA, CLAN GRAHAM, ALICE, DUNKELL, 
SCOTTISH ISLES, WM. P. FRY, JANE L, STANFORD and ALLIANCE and at one time he stowed @ 


a Mr. Bensieck has made many models of his ships and has a lot of ship pictures 
shows 


Correction: The address of Mrs, Anne Klein in her article on the C, G,. David Models 
in April should read 148-30, 55th Ave,, Jamaica 2, N. Y. 


— 
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Bathed in the Light from Three Lighthouses, 


There seems to be a blind spot in the "cra of sail" for shipbuilding in the small 
coastal towns has been almost entirely overlooked by the writers of Maine maritime 
history. But from these small towns ships were built that not only engaged in coaste 
wise trade but ships were buiit that sciled to foreign ports, made fast passages and 
had their share of romance and adventure, As a child, I sat entranced with the 
stories told by those old time sea captains, who alas, could tell us so much now but 
have long since passed away, while precious records have vanished, worn by time, 
destroyed or burned. 

Such a little forgotten town is -.ddison, Maine in Washington County, built on the 
winding crooked river of Westcogus or the Pleasant River, Bathed in the light of 
three lighthouses, one on Nash Islanc, another on Pond Island and a third on Petit 
Mahan, The waters ran very deep in the river making it a natural site for ship- 
building, while along its wandering banks grew mor: marsh grass than any town in the 
world. 

The oversight of the historians seems strange, for I recall the names of at least 
twenty captains who resided there and four shipbuilding firms -- Capt. John Plummer, 
Capt. Horace Hinklcy, Capt, Honrahen, Copt. Voranus Plummer, Capt. Leander Knowles, 
Capt, Obed Crowlcy, Capt, Noyes Steele, Capt. indrew Hall, Capt, William S, Nickels, 
Capt, John T,. Irons, Capt. Porter Reynolds, Capt, Moses Wass, Capt. Portc> Look, Capt. 
Jones Wass, Capt. Tabbutt, Capt. Donovan, Capt. Warren Wass and Capt, Horatio Plummer. 

The four shipyards that I remember were the Look Brothers, Knowles Shipyard, the 
the Nash Shipyard and the William Nash Shipyard, The Nash femily engaged in ship- 
building on the Pleasant River for four generations -- Joseph Nash IV, one of the 
first settlers of ‘.ddison; William Nash, Joseph‘s son; the Nash Brothers, Willian, 
Henry andJared and the last firm == Henry Nash and jugustus Nash, The lattcr was my. 
father, 

This small town, settled by the descendents of the Pilgrims, was a typical New 
England town; the houses built around < ccntral square were of the large square 
Colonial erchitecture and the type now mown as the Cape Cod cottage, furnished 
with lovely mahogany furniture while on the walls hung painted replicas of their ships, 
Practically all the inhabitants got thcir living from the sea, as captains, sailors, 
ship builders, shipwrights and ship chandlers. Many of them sailed to foreign ports 
and their homes reflected their visits to distant lands. The Universalist church 
built by one of the early shipbuilders had large white pillars whilc the belfry and 
the pulpit were ornamented with matching pillars, these were said to be of Masonic 
influence, The pulpit and the top rails of the pews were of solid mahogany (this 
beautiful old church was destroyed by fire). 

This was a busy thriving little town in the days of sail. I can remcomber when 
the river was full of ships loaded with lumber and a pinky at the wharf with her 
hold full of apples, At that time the Nash shipyard, the Knowles shipyard and that 
of the Look Brothers were still building ships. The old sail loft still stands over 
the blacksmith's shop and in the same building was the shipwright. As I recall it, 
they used a horse to turn the machinery, another old building that I recall was 
where the spars were shaped, the walls complctely covered with half models which to 
my horror were later used for kindling. This old building has been destroyed by 

‘fire, 

* Among some of the ships that I recall was the MiRY E,. RUSSELL = Capt, William 
S. Nickels = she sailed to forcign ports and his home was filled with beautiful 
curios brought from China, Then there was the JENNIE HALL = Capt. A, B. Hall = she 
Sailcd to the West Indies, In later years I recall the MILDRED POPE and the ANNIE 
S. PREBLE, But the most famous ship built in Addison was the NELLIE CH.PIN, built 
in the yard of Capt. Leander Knowles. 

One of the most romantic storics told by those old timers was the tale of the 
Palestine Colony or as the villagcrs called them, the "idamsites", In 1929, when 
I was home, I tried to awaken the people to the history and romance of this beloved 
little town and I recalled this story and wrote it for the "Addison Observer", It 
caused a great deal of interest and many letters were received from the descendants 
of that ill-fated colony, and among the letters was one from two of the members who 


a 
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had been children at the time of the voyage -- Mrs. A. B. Kelley and Capt. Ae Re 
Rogers of Jonesport, a village nearby Addison, As I remember the story it goes like 


this: 

A "Foreigner" from the "westerd", named Adams, of such a persuasive nature, that @ 
he induced the people to sell property and turn their money over to him and set sail 
for Jerusalem for the second coming of Christ. Feelings ran high in the villages; 
there was much discussion and argument, but such was his magnetism that a company was 

- formed and they sct sail from Jonesport in the NELLIE CHAPIN in 1866, This was the 
first American Colony to ever attempt to colonize Palestine, Not only were the 
people filled with high religious fervor but they were of a practical nature and 
carried with them seeds of vegetables and fruit which had never before grown in 
Palestine. 

When they attempted to land, the Turks strongly objected and stranded on the beach, 
penniless, heartsick, and disillusioned, they moved the hearts of a party of Americans, 
who were travelling through the Orient on the steamer QUAKER CITY, In the party was 
Moses S, Beach, a newspaper man from New York, and Mark Twain, They took pity on 
their plight and collected $1800 in gold to pay their passage home. About forty-two 
accepted the loan which was later paid by the United States Government, This is 
verified by a letter which I received from the State Department in December 1929. 

This letter I have in my files. From Jaffa they went to Alexanderia, Egypt on the 
steamer QUAKER CITY with Mr. Beach and Mark Twain aboard, From there they took 
passage on the English steamer ISIS for Liverpool, thence to New York on the steam=- 
ship CHICAGO, 

Although the colony failed of its purpose, we learn from letters that many of them 
did remain and built homes which were later occupied by the Jewish people. As re= 
cently as 1929 the houses were still standing. At least one couple, Mr, and Irs. 
Floyd, made a permanent home there and Mr. Floyd was a Palestine guide for many years. 

It has been said that "Innocents Abroad", that famous tale by Mark Twain, was 
founded on this incident. And it was later learned that Mr, Adams had been an _ 
English actor and was a discredited preachcr, 


By Grace Nash Pearce 


NELLIE CHAPIN, bark, Boston. 566 tons, built Addison, Me. 1866 by Leander A. Knowles, 
133.25 ft x 30.3 ft x 18.8 ft., two decks, three masts, square stern, billett head, 
Owners: Warren Wass 1/16, Nahum Chapin 4/16, Thadeus Richardson 3/16, Samuel P. 
Adams, Alfred Richards and Alexander Hodgdon, copts, 2/16, Augustus Badger 4/16, and 
John Chrystal 2/16, Warren Wass, master, as per Register No, 8 issued at Machias, 
Mee, August 9, 1866. (From Robert B,. Applebce.) 


Planking for Decks = H. Ce Diefenbach 


You will need a power saw for this. I have one = Guilder'ts Model Making Tools 
(which I would not be without), and in addition a small wood or metal lathe. This 

can be rigged into a small table saw with a 3" hollow ground saw blade. Rip out 

strips about 3/\" or 1" wide and as thick as the planks are to be. Glue them u 

into small blocks of strips to a thickness of about 1 inch, then re-saw into 1/8" or 

less in thickness and you will have a strip containing several planks, This is easier 

to glue down to the deck than individual pieces. I use red gum because:of its fine 

grain and because it shows variation of color, lighter and darker, which help show ° 
up the individual planks when layed, I finish decks after sanding and scraping with 

a wood sealer wiped off after it had penetrated the work. @ 


(Deck Planks and Pitch Lines) coat one side of the block from which the deck planks 
are to be sawn with black lacquer, As the planks are sawed off each will be found 


to havé a thin black line adhering to one edge, This latter is a successful, neat 
method, 


Date of Mailing: June 1, 1951 


